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 County Website Highlights

The Editor wandered around on the CRAB website and found another ex-
ample of good work by one of you County innovators.  Check out the Sno-
homish  County’s home page at http://www.crab.wa.gov/snohomish/.
Gavin Schrock deserves lots of credit for his work in putting together this
informative site.  Follow the links from the Engineering Survey section to
other great survey sites on the web.

He has presented a
well-thought-out
series of pages and
pictures of interest
for the Department
of Engineering and most notably, the Survey Section.  There is also some
really neat on-line reference maps via a "Monument Database" which
shows you the location of survey monuments recovered or pin-pointed in
Snohomish County.

Stop in the CRAB website and check out Gavin’s work, he’s sure to
appreciate it.

New Training Classes

You’ll find some new classes in our training schedule this year.  We will be
providing a Hands-on Internet Introduction.  By popular demand we will
help you learn all about the World Wide Web, internet basics and creating
web pages with HTML!  You won’t want to miss this!

We’ve also split the old CRIS Reporting class into two classes, a one-day
CRIS Reporting and a one-day "In-depth Workshop" which could be called
"Advanced CRIS."  The In-depth Workshop is for those of you wanting to
explore Advanced Revelation a bit more or have particular reports you’d
like to create and haven’t figured out how.

John Donahue and his new sidekick Jim Giacolone, recently from Thurston
County (welcome Jim!) will be working on developing some new Design
Engineering classes too.  Call us with your needs in Advanced Eagle Point
Functionality, another thought is to conduct Hydraulic/Hydrology classes
with Design Systems.  Call John with your ideas and we will develop
classes to suit you!

Check out the training schedule inside and call CRAB today, as the classes
fill up fairly quickly, make sure to reserve your spot!



 Design Conference 96!!

The Washington Public Works Design Conference
will see its seventh year this year (and perhaps its
seventh name change as well).  This conference has
evolved to a new level of coverage as well as a new
elevation above sea level.  The new elevation is 950
meters, which happens to be the same as the Summit
Inn at Snoqualmie Pass, Exit 52 or 53 off of I-90.
The new level of coverage means we are no longer
only a CEAL users conference about road design,
but are serving a more general civil engineering de-
sign audience.  Holding this event at the Pass, half-
way across the Cascades, is symbolic of our
ongoing efforts to be a contributor to the success of
all the counties wherever public works engineering
is getting done.

Each day of this three day conference has a different
theme:  Design/Construction, Design Systems, and
Vendor Presentations.

Day One focuses on 3 issues of interest to many
design professionals:  asphalt
paving, concrete paving, and hy-
draulic design.  Jim Buss from
the Asphalt Pavers Association
will be joined by Ed Schlect,
who has worked with many of
you in troubleshooting paving problems at the coun-
ties.  From the other side of the paving fence comes
Ed Savage from the Concrete Paving Institute.  Ed
brings news of recent success stories on county pro-
jects as well as innovations in pavement technology.
Look for overviews in the morning and in-depth cov-
erage of specific  techniques and experiences in the
afternoon.

Matt Witecki, the Hydraulics Engineer for WSDOT,
will present an overview of current technology be-
ing used in hydraulic design.  His workshop session
will focus on new approaches being developed for
evaluating bridge scour and river mechanics.

A late addition to our afternoon session
is Jan Keiser from Skagit County.
Many will remember her spirited pres-
entation about specifications prepara-
tion at last year’s conference.  This
year she’ll be sharing some insights
about legal issues regarding contract
administration including contract can-
cellation, like how to prepare for the
time when you and your contractor
need to call it day. 

Day Two is an opportunity to focus on the sys-
tems which help support our design/construction ef-
forts.  Although we find three primary design
systems (CEAL, Eagle Point, and Softdesk) in use
in the counties right now, an overwhelming favorite
CAD production of the final plans is Autocad.

We’ll be joined in both
the morning and after-
noon by Tom Cameron,
Western Region Sales
Manager for Autodesk,
and Miles Merwin, Ap-
plications Engineer.

They will be discussing with us the various products
available from Autodesk, as well as how to make
drawing composition more productive no matter
what your design system.  

We’ll also be hosting a panel discussion about CAD
organization standards at the county.  Many of you
have been contacted and were asked to present your
CAD layer standard and why you think its great.  If
you haven’t been contacted and you think you’ve
got some good ideas to share with the group, please
give us a call at CRAB so we can put you on the
panel.Then we’ll hear from Jim Michal at WSDOT.
Jim’s group from CAE Support won’t be joining us
as they have in past years as they are in the middle
of a design software evaluation process. But he’ll be
there to fill us in on their progress on finding design
software as well as what has happened and what con-
tinues to happen with metrication.

Workshops on the second day will address comput-
ing issues.  There will be
several workshops about
making Autocad more pro-
ductive, mostly in close co-
ordination with Eagle
Point functions.  For the
first time we have pro-
vided time for users of the
‘‘big’’ three (CEAL, Eagle
Point, and Softdesk) to meet as user groups in a
workshop setting and discuss how to use these prod-
ucts, as well as to prepare for the vendor meetings
on Thursday.



 Design Conference 96 - continued

Day Three is for the vendors.  Each vendor has
been invited to assemble a presentation for their us-
ers group and provide an opportunity for communi-
cation.  Vendors are free to pursue their own
objectives in this session  and are unconstrained as
to format.  Here’s your chance.  Be sure and bring
your questions and requests.

We invited you all the way up to the Pass and have
no intention of abandoning you when evening rolls
around.  The first night (October 22) we’ve planned
a welcoming reception patterned after last year’s

World Series bash.
We can’t guarantee
what lies in store for
the Mariners, but we
can assure you that
there will be plenty of
opportunity to social-

ize and get reacquainted after a busy year.  The sec-
ond night we hope to put on a presentation about
some local history and a tastefully prepared banquet,
but haven’t nailed this part down yet.  Let’s call this
one the CRAB surprise.

Sign up for the conference before October 11 and
get in for the low price of $75 per person.  After Oc-
tober 11 you can still show up, but the price goes up
to $90.  If you want to stay at the Pass (and the Sum-
mit Inn is the only
show in "town")
then call soon,
space is limited, at
(206) 434-6300.

Look for more reg-
istration informa-
tion in our blue
flyer that folks with
Washington ad-

dresses should have received.  Don’t delay because
we look forward to seeing everybody there.

New Staff Member!

The CRAB Information Services Staff welcomes
Jim Giacolone to their award winning support staff.
Jim joins us from Thurston County where he has
worked for Roads and Transportation Services in
computer-aided design and construction inspection.
He’s already been helping alot with Design Systems
Support and expects to be participating in some of
the Mobility activity that’s coming.  Welcome
aboard, Jim. 

 Information Technology Training

Our ever-popular FREE training sessions get under-
way again in October.  As before, our classes focus
on the  primary software support functions, the
County Road Information System (CRIS), Eagle-
Point and the Civil Engineering Automation Library
(CEAL). You will also find some fun new things,
like Internet and HTML Writing information!
Here’s the latest schedule:

October:

29 Introduction to CRIS
30 CRIS Reporting
31 CRIS In-depth Workshop

November:

1 Hands-on Internet Introduction
4-5 Introduction to County Pavement Man-

agement System
6 CRIS Bridge Management System
7 CRIS Maintenance Management System
12-15 Eagle Point Fundamentals
19-20 Introduction to CEAL
21-22 CEAL Road Design

December:

2 Introduction to CRIS
3 CRIS Reporting
4 CRIS In-depth Workshop
5-6 Introduction to County Pavement Man-

agement System
9 Hands-on Internet Introduction
12 CRIS Maintenance Management System
13 CRIS Bridge Management System
17-20 Hydrology Development in Eagle Point



 Pavement Guide Help

As you may recall, CRAB obtained one copy of the
WSDOT Pavement guide for each county.  Tran-
speed does present a Pavement Design Class based
on the Guide but we realize that not everyone can at-
tend Transpeed courses, for various reasons.  Linda
Pierce, WSDOT Pavement Design Engineer and de-
veloper of the WSDOT Pavement Guide, has agreed
to provide a one-day "Introduction To the WSDOT
Pavement Design Guide" class.  This class will pro-
vide an overview of, and a discussion of what is in
the Pavement Design Guide. 

NOTE!! This introduction is just that, an introduc-
tion to the Guide, and not a course in pavement de-
sign.  At this time, we are planning up to four
classes around the State at County facilities, time
and location dependent upon who wishes to attend
and who volunteers to host the class.  Please share
this information with your entire staff and let Dave
know who is interested in attending this class, also if
you have a training room and are willing to host the
class.  If possible, let us know by the end of Septem-
ber.  Call Dave at CRAB today and let him know!

The Last Word

The Information Systems Staff is looking forward to
seeing you all in Olympia again as this training sea-
son approaches.  The success of our training ses-
sions depends on you.  We certainly learn
something new each class we teach and our hope is
that you leave us feeling happy and full of knowl-
edge, raring to put those new-found smarts to practi-
cal use. 

As always, our classes are free and chock full of
great tips and tidbits to make your jobs easier.  Call
us soon, and we’ll see you here!
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